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History of the International Platform Association: 
 

The American Lyceum Association was founded in 1831 by American statesman Daniel 
Webster and educator Josiah Holbrook. The Latin word “Lyceum” comes from the Greek 
word “Lykeion” which referred to the school outside Athens where Aristotle taught from 
325 to 323 B.C. In 19th century America, the Lyceum movement was a popular venue for 
public lectures and concerts and spread quickly to 3,000 locations in New England and 
the Midwest by 1834. Popular Lyceum speakers of that era included Webster, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Frederick Douglas, Henry David Thoreau and Susan B. Anthony. Lyceums 
often were permanent buildings and lecture halls associated with colleges or churches. 
The Lyceum movement was most popular from 1831 to 1860 and played an important role 
in the educational and social development of America. After the end of the Civil War, 
Lyceum activities continued and helped to inspire circuits of temporary outdoor speaking 
venues in tents during the summer months named after a meeting at Lake Chautaqua in 
New York.                                                                                                                                                          Daniel Webster 

The Chatauqua Assemblies began as a camp for religious discussion sponsored by the Methodist Church but later branched 
out to secular lectures by authors, scientists, artists, politicians, poets and entertainers. That diverse tradition of both Lyceums 
and Chatauquas was still going on at the dawn of the 20th century.   

Daniel Webster was the first prominent national speaker known to have been paid a fee for his lectures even before the Civil 
War. Around the turn of the 20th century, the first commercial lecture bureaus started to sponsor “traveling Chatauquas” 
with tent shows that moved from town to town in circuits during the summer. Lyceums were also still in use at this time. Other 
famous Lyceum speakers from the Civil War to World War I were Mark Twain, Theodore Roosevelt, William Jennings Bryan, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and poets Carl Sandburg and James Whitcomb Riley. In 1902, Ralph Bingham, a vaudeville comedian, 
and Edwin Barker, an editor, re-organized the Lyceum network under the new name of International Lyceum Association. 
The Illinois poet Carl Sandburg worked for “The Lyceumite,” the association trade journal, when Barker was editor in the 
early years of the new century. In 1918, the name changed again to International Lyceum and Chatuaqua Association 
(ILCA); the word “Chatauqua” was dropped in 1932. The last name change in 1947 was to International Platform 
Association (IPA), which has remained the name to this day. The IPA was formally chartered as a nonprofit corporation in 
Ohio in 1952 and the key leaders of the last half of the 20th century included Dan Tyler Moore of Cleveland, a former World 
War II intelligence officer, newsreel broadcaster Lowell Thomas and columnists Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson. Some 
famous IPA board members and presidents in those 50 years included Ted Mack, Edgar Bergen, Art Linkletter, Victor Borge, 
Hal Holbrook and nuclear physicist Glenn T. Seaborg. [See the Liberty Bell back panel of this brochure to read a list of 
famous speakers and Silver Bowl Award Winners.] Even though the Lyceum and Chatauqua movements of the 19th century 
were related, they went in alternate directions in the 20th century with the IPA evolving into an association for professional 
speakers after 1931. But the Chatauqua traditions are still alive today at the beautiful Chatauqua Institution, west of 
Jamestown, N .Y., that functions as an adult education resort.  

The IPA also continues the Lyceum movement traditions of the 19th century. After 2001, there was an interruption of annual 
IPA meetings due to staff leadership challenges, but a special committee led by Doris Wilson and Delmas Wood organized 
reunions for IPA alumni in Washington, D.C., in 2006 and 2008. A regular smaller-scale IPA meeting with 20 speakers and a 
Silver Bowl Awards Lunch was held on August 13 and 14, 2009, at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel and the Army and Navy 
Club in Washington, D.C., that signaled the resumption of full agenda annual meetings. Silver Bowl Awards in 2009 were 
given to long-time IPA member Gerry Tausch for her volunteer efforts on behalf of boosting the morale of American troops 
serving overseas. A posthumous award was given to the family of a 19th century Methodist bishop and Emory College 
president, Atticus Haygood, for his lifetime achievement in promoting higher education for African-Americans. The final 
2009 Silver Bowl award for entertainment was given to recording and m vie star Pat Boone, who was present to accept and 
offer funny anecdotes in his lunch remarks. C-SPAN broadcast the Aug. 14 morning session and IPA historian and archivist 
Eleanor Whitehead presented almost a century of IPA archives to Elizabeth Raiford-Evans, director of special collections for 
the Gellman Library of the George Washington University, where the 20th century IPA history will soon be available to 
researchers. Plans are now being made for the 2014 meeting of the soon-to-be 184-year old organization dedicated to free 
speech, the art of public speaking, and the lecture platform.  
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The questions at hand:  What is the vision for the future of IPA?  How do we 
respect our past?   How should we engage previous members?  How can IPA be 
different and complimentary, and non-competitive to other groups ranging from 
the NSA to all the speaker bureaus? 
 
"What would Dottie Do?" Dottie Walters wrote of attending IPA before there was 
NSA, and said the idea for IGAB, now the International Association of Speaker 
Bureaus, came from there.  The old IPA welcomed many types of members, and 
some say was America’s First Association.  Can we bring back the open tent, and 
allow all kinds of members, and if so how do we define types? 
 
Invited guests may review many of the associations papers and history at the 
www.InternationalPlatform.org web site. 
 

The agenda of the meeting 

1) Minutes of the last meeting 
2) Treasurer’s report 
3) Announcement of the 184th Annual Meeting 
4) Discussion concerning committees 
5) The floor will be opened to all persons who have volunteered for 

committees. 
6) A voice vote will be taken by those registered for committees to adjourn. 

A buffet will be available from 6:30 PM until 7:00 PM.     

http://www.internationalplatform.org/


 

For much of the 20th Century, IPA Silver Bowl awards 
have recognized a rich, diverse galaxy of political 
leaders, authors, performers, scientists, journalists, 

musicians, business leaders and philosophers who have 
made significant contributions to the intellectual life of America. 

 
Some of the Silver Bowl winners, both living and departed, 

have included such luminaries as Lowell Thomas, 

John F. Kennedy, Bob Hope, Henry Kissinger, Victor 

Borge, Jack Anderson, Glenn T. Seaborg, Winston 

Churchill, William F. Buckley, John Wayne, Pearl Bailey, 

Elizabeth Taylor, Tom Brokaw, Edwin Newman, Robert C. 

Byrd, David Brinkley, Malcolm S. Forbes, Art Linkletter, 

Erma Bombeck, Barbara Walters, Art Buchwald, Danny 

Kaye, Ann Landers, Hyman Rickover, Ralph Nader, Ted 

Turner, George Gallup, Jr., Arthur Goldberg, Lyndon B. 

Johnson, Robert Dole, John Denver, Dick Cavett, Douglas 

Fairbanks, Jr., William Safire, Harry Reasoner, Justin Dart, 

Carl Sagan, Drew Pearson, Seymour Hersh, Earl Warren, 

Isaac Asimov, James D. Feldman, Richard M. Nixon, Claude Pepper,  

MarioCuomo, Larry King, Howard Jarvis, Leon Jawarski, Jean 

Michael Cousteau, Minnie Pearl, Jose Grego, Rod McKuen, 

C. Everett Koop, Jean Sheppard, F. Lee Bailey, Harry 

Blackstone, Jr., Hal Bruno, Lawrence Spivak, Wolf Blitzer, 

George Plimpton, William Proxmire, Alexander Haig, 

William E. Simon, J. Peter Grace, Tom Bradley, William H. 

Webster, James Schlesinger. Warren B. Rudman, Edwin 

Meese, William French Smith, Penn and Teller, Hal Holbrook, 

Stephen J. Gould, J.W. Marriott and Pat Boone. 
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