
Decorated Vietnam Veteran to receive honorary High School Diploma 

Tuesday June 11 2024 5:45 pm The Liacouras Center 1776 Broad St Philadelphia 19121 

Rsvp teamchildren@temchildren.com 484-744-1868 

 

In 1965 Robert quit high school and joined the Army wanting to be in the Special Forces. His recruiter said, “No Problem” 

However he forgot to tell Robert that he would need a high school diploma and learn how to jump out of air planes 

Problem #! Robert had never been in an airplane. His first five airplane rides he parachuted out and became an infantry 
Paratrooper. By May of 1965 he joined the Weapons Squad; company B, 2nd Battalion 503 infantry 173rd Airborne 
Brigade Separate in Vietnam.  

During the first tour of duty over half of his squad were either killed or wounded. On March 16th five days after his 19th 
birthday his unit was locked into one of the more intense battles at that time. He got a piece of shrapnel in his back and 
received a Purple Herat. He was also awarded the Bronze Star with V for Valor for his heroic actions that day.  

For the first time in combat history everyone in Robert’s company that had not finished high school was given their GED 
test. Robert passed the test and for over 50 years he thought he had a GED. But the paper work said this is not your Ged 
you will have to get your certificate from your State Dept. of Education.   

Robert met joseph Page from Commonwealth Charter Academy at a PA National Guard meeting and Joseph helped 
Robert get the ball rolling.  

With help from two wonderful Women in the SC Dept. of Education Robert Received his GED certificate 59 years later.  

Erica Gray Program Assistant 803-734-8071 www.ed.sc.gov   1401 Senate St, Columbia, SC lgray@ed.sc.gov 

Marethe  D Weathers  1401 Senate Street Columbia, South Carolina 29201  MWeather@ed.sc.gov 
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